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The Karner blue butterfly once lived
in 12 Eastern and Midwestern states
and the province of Ontario, Canada.

But as agriculture and development
destroyed its prime habitats, including

oak savanna and pine barrens, its num-
bers declined across its range by 99 per-
cent or more.

The federal government declares species
endangered, but subsequent recovery

efforts draw on state and local agencies as
well as federal ones, along with conserva-
tion organizations and private landowners.
In Wisconsin, the heart of the Karner blue’s
range, the entire state helped bring this

Not Glamorous,
but Protected
Karner Blue Butterfly
Status: Endangered
Year listed: 1992
Number of other butterflies listed as
threatened or endangered: 44

Kaziranga National Park in
Assam is home to nearly 90
percent of the great Indian

one-horned rhinoceros popula-
tion. This endangered species is a
target for poachers because rhino

horns are in high demand on the
global black market, where one
kilogram fetches around Rs.
80,000. Rhino horn is used in var-
ious Asian medicines. But while
rhinos continue to be mercilessly

killed, increased security and
greater anti-poaching efforts with
the help of the Wildlife Institute of
India, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and local conservation
groups have helped this endan-
gered species survive. 

The conservation of the one-
horned rhino in India has been a
great success. In 1905, one-horned
rhinos had declined to less than 20
in Kaziranga. Through strict protec-
tion, this population increased to
more than 1,850 by 2006. The
World Wildlife Fund’s Indian Rhino
Vision 2020 Project, championed
by the Assam government, in col-
laboration with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Florida-
based International Rhino Foun-

dation is working to build the popu-
lation of wild rhinos in Assam to
3,000 by 2020.

In 1994, the U.S. Congress
established the Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Fund under the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A
2006 Congressional appropriation
of $1.5 million, along with match-
ing funds from host countries and
conservation groups, paid for 44
vital rhino and tiger conservation
projects. Grants are awarded for
anti-poaching programs, habitat
and ecosystem management,
radio equipment to facilitate com-
munication among park personnel,
development of nature reserves,
wildlife surveys and monitoring,
management of human-wildlife
conflict, public awareness cam-
paigns and other conservation
efforts. —S.K.

A pair of rhinos at the
Kaziranga National Park 
in Assam.
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The Great Indian One-horned Rhinoceros


